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:.Jesus People Smcere, Too Often M lsunderstood

Byhﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁm
2, was converted to
-Chn.stmam

“l was feeling so depressed
and scared, it was like a black
‘cloud over my head,” she re-
‘calls. “Someone accused me of
‘stealing and suddenly I wanted
to kill. .

o “Next
ithe floor,

“l1 was aware Jesus was
-gtanding right beside me. 1
knew I had been washed clean.
. “I have no desire to go to
bars anymore,” says dark-
_bhaired Rita, who once could
drink a dozen beu's with little
effect.

ONCE H'EM"ILY mvuhad
with drugs, Dwight, 23, made
several disappointing tries at
being saved before he feels he
experienced God's power in an
Akron church.

“I told God ‘If you're real, let
me know, ” Dwight says.
“Withoul taking a step, I found
IIUEE.T.[ at the front of the
S church responding to an altar

Eighteen-year-old an-*nmk-
named for the late rock singer

I knew, I was on
alling for Christ to

“I tried to read the Bible, but
I was 80 stoned, I'd fall
asleep,” Jop admits. ““Then I
decided to give God a chance.

“I made my decision that the

former lifestyles and their
preferences for beards, suede
and denim help make their
‘eanse more acceptable to other

young .
“1f you straight, no one
will talk to you,” Dwight eug-

'mm the Jesus People for-|

|games,” Rita explains. “We
|want to learn about the Scrip-

. ple carry Bibles, worn through|since
‘obvious use in witnessing and

{brought to the meeting by con-

Three Young Converts Register Joy at"aning Christ
feels “is a lie,” ln

merly were involved with
druzs aleohol or crime, howev-

A.s Jop explains, “A lot are
straight kids who \mﬂd never
think of trying dope.”

The “kids" range in age from
junior high school students

adults, some the par-
ents of Jma Pmpla converts,

He first met the Jesus People
one stormy night about two
years agn.

“THERE IS NO ation
gap in the ¥ offers
Ted, 19, who before his conver-
lht'ms “in auitl'putt:
heavy.”

The movement

worships
Trinity Gospel Temple at 4
High Ave. 817, Jesus People at.

to church is no impe-
“Our kids don't want to play

lures.”
To this end, many Jesus Peg-

worshiping.

Run entirely by members of
the movement, their twice-
weekly services include singing,
prayer requesis—often for par-
ents or relatives of members—
scripture  readings, personal
testimonies and altar calls,

During a recent session, re-

sponding to the call 14| Picketing
. Etﬂr,”wliich_tIHmuvement

youths, several drug addicts
verls of a previous service,

FRIEND AND PASTOR fo|
the Jesus People is the Rev.

tend regular Sunday emd!ihe
{Wednesday services of the
church and now conduct their

“But when they began asking

nlﬂnu on life, It is our life,” vol- me questions, I realized how
"unteers one member. t

sincere they were.”

AS PASTOR Lombardi left
several hours later, he invited
the group to attend Trinity,
which they have done ever

“pf people only knew how
these kids believe instead of

Pennsylvania. Church pastor is
Jorgen Norholm.

how they look, they'd under-
stand the Jesus People move-
ment,” the minister declares.
Activities of the Jesus People|
outside the church involve wit-
nessing on streets and in
schools, distributing eartoon-
style ﬂ'imt.ian materials and
ing “Jesus Christ, Superl

David Lombardi of Trinity Gos-

ipel Temple.
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